Privileged to Serve Elders
Speaker ..... Andy Duncan(am); Tom Fair(om) - ANy DUNCAN oo (662) 416-2292
Announcements/Prayer............... Randy Rives . . o0
Song Leader....... Tom Flam); Andy D(pm) TOMPFAIR ..o (601) 681-8293
AENAANCE .ooneveeereeeeieeecieeeeee e e ve e Deacons
Morning LAMARKING ......covevvernrrnnnne. (601) 604-2656
Scripture/Opening Prayer ........cccceeevecvevveennnen. BUILDING/GROUNDS
Lord’s Supper
) RANDY RIVES........ccoomrrrrrrennn. (601) 513-4785
! EDUCATION & WORSHIP
, ALBERT ST. CLAIR................ (601) 626-7815
Closing Prayer.......ceeccveeeveeecceeccieeeieeeceeenne
Evening
Ope{llng Prayfer ............................................... Works Supported
Lord’s Supper i
* Robert Martin
* Stacey Ferguson
ClosSIng Prayer.....ccceeceeceeneeceeceeeeeeceeecveenenn South Pacific Missions
Communion Preparation Pine Vale Children’s Home

Month of December .......cccoeviviviiiiiininnnnnne. Corinth, Mississippi
Month of January........eoeeeeeeveeneeneenreenneenne.
Nursery Attendant; Backup
March 7 ..eeeveeveeeenee. Lara King; Katie Agan
March 14 .............. Katie Agan; Angela Duncan
‘Wednesday Evening - March 10, 2021 Attendance Last Week
Prayer/Announcements...........oeeveevevereereenenn. Sunday Bible Class cancelled
Song Leader....oouevevieeeninieenieeeseeeeeeeeeen Sunday Morning Worship 31
Devotional......eeee e Sunday Morning via Live-Stream 28
Sunday Evening Worship 17
- - Sunday Evening via Live-Stream 22
Service Times Wednesday Bible Study *
SUNDAY
Bible Study.....ccoveeeveeirennnns 9:00 a.m. Contributions & Other Income
Morning Worship............. 10:00 a.m. Contribution Last Week $ 2,011.00
Evening Worship................ 5:00 p.m.
‘WEDNESDAY *Figures Unavailable
Bible Study.....cccoovvveeinvnnennen 6:00 p.m.
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The Art of Living

Are you an artist? Usually we think of art in terms of categories such as visual (painting,
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sculpturing, etc.) and musical. However, the word “art” 1s defined first as: “a skill acquired by
experience, study, or observation (the art of making friends)” (Merriam Webster’s Deluxe
Dictionary). All forms of art have an innate, God-given base, but must be developed. Life itself 1s a
precious gift from God, but the fulfillment of life into the purpose for which God granted life 1s in
our hands. To illustrate: it 1s sometimes said of a painter or musician, “He was born with that
talent,” yet unless the talent is put to use in a meaningful way, it will be wasted. Likewise, we may
think of life itself as an art. We have all received it, but how we use it will be a deciding factor n its
outcome.

The art of living must begin with recognition that life is a precious gift from God. The tragedy
1s that few recognize the value and purpose of their lives, and, as a consequence, find their lives
madequate and unfulfilled. God, who has created us, has provided in His word, the Bible,
sufficient direction for attaining that fulfillment of life which all crave. The status of life is not to be
found in comfortable living conditions, or in material wealth. The Bible offers a more satisfactory
answer.

It 1s impossible to single out one single scripture that would fully provide this mstruction.
However, the admonitions of Philippians 4:1, 4-9 would be a choice selection. Pick up your Bible
and read the characteristics that will help make your hife an adequate, fulfilled hife. We might
summarize it by saying that in Christ there 1s to be found adequate love, joy, gentleness, security,
mspiration and peace.

Many have mastered the art of existing, but few the art of truly living. The art of living may well
be the most seldom learned of all the arts. It doesn’t come naturally. It begins when one i1s “born
again (from above)...of water and the Spirt” (John 3:3, 5) in a commitment of life to God. That’s
the beginning point. Continued adherence to Christ and His word will then make you a master of
the art of living. Jesus indicated as much when He declared, “I am come that they might have life,
and that they might have it more abundantly” (John 10:10).

BulletinGold December 2017 by Ronald Bartanen who preaches for Arthur Church of Christ, Arthur, IL.
He may be contacted through the congregation's website: hetp:// arthurcoc.com/



