Privileged to Serve

Speaker ...." Tom Fair(am); Andy Duncan(pm)
Announcements/Prayer............... Randy Rives
Song Leader....... Andy D.(am); Tom F.(p.m.)
AUENdANCE cuvverreirieieeerreeeerre e

Morning
Scripture/Opening Prayer ........cccceeevecvevveennnen.
Lord’s Supper

Closing Prayer.......ceeccveeeveeecceeccieeeieeeceeenne

Opening Prayer ...oovveeeeeevienveenveenrenceennennnens
Lord’s Supper

ClosIng Prayer.......coceeeeveeceenenierneeneeeeneneenen
Communion Preparation
Month of December .....ccueeveeciieceeciieriennnee,
Month of January........eoeeeeeeveeneeneenreenneenne.
Nursery Attendant; Backup
December 13 ................ Lara King; Katie Agan
December 20 ....... Katie Agan; Angela Duncan
‘Wednesday Evening - December 16, 2020
Prayer/Announcements..........ooeeeeeereenreenneenne.

Elders
ANDY DUNCAN .....cccceeeureene (662) 416-2222
TOMPFAIR .....ovvviiieiienns (601) 681-8293
Deacons
LAMARKING .........cceeuveneen. (601) 604-2656

RANDY RIVES........cccccovenneee. (601) 513-4785
EDUCATION & WORSHIP

ALBERT ST. CLAIR................ (601) 626-7815

Works Supported

Robert Martin
Stacey Ferguson
South Pacific Missions

Pine Vale Children’s Home
Corinth, Mississippi

Song Leader....oouevevieeeninieenieeeseeeeeeeeeen
Devotional.......occvevieevieneenieciecceeceeeeeceee
Service Times

SUNDAY
Bible Study.....coceeveienenne. 9:00 a.m.
Morning Worship............. 10:00 a.m.
Evening Worship................ 5:00 p.m.
‘WEDNESDAY
Bible Study.....cccoovvveeinvnnennen 6:00 p.m.

Attendance Last Week
Sunday Bible Class cancelled
Sunday Morning Worship 25
Sunday Morning via Live-Stream 20
Sunday Evening Worship 10
Sunday Evening via Live-Stream 25
Wednesday Bible Study 14

Contributions & Other Income
Contribution Last Week $ 2951.00

*Figures Unavailable

A weekly publication of the Meridian church of Christ
2229 Highway 19 North ~ PO Box 3476 ~ Meridian, MS 39303-3476 ~ Phone: (601) 482-5318
www.meridianchurchofchrist.org ~ Email: churchofchristme@bellsouth.net

— — — = — - o

December (3, 2020 S Mel”l'ﬁﬁﬂn Mess 61’!787’ ) Welcome Visitors!
He Grew Up

Our world is in the hurry and bustle of the final days and hours before Christmas.
Presents are being bought and wrapped, baking is being done, traveling is going on,
and all sorts of other late-minute things are being completed so the holiday can be
enjoyed by as many as possible.

In the midst of all that preparation, many are also focusing on the birth of Jesus
Christ. Certainly, we do not know the date on the calendar on which Jesus was born,
but so many in our world are thinking about that event this time of year that it is to
our advantage to speak even more openly and boldly about our faith. There is, in
some ways, a clearer pathway to speak to people about Jesus when they are thinking
about His birth during this time.

What is difficult to get across to people, though, is that the baby in the manger
grew up. Then, when that same baby was a man, He demanded so much of people
and said things that are not always popular in our world. He told us that we have to
guard our heart, or we are guilty of the most heinous of sins (see Matthew 5:23; 5:28;
5:44). He told us that families would be torn apart for following Him (Matthew 10:34-
37). He made it clear that there is only one way to heaven (Matthew 7:13-14), and that
only following Him would be that way (John 14:6).

Ultimately, Jesus gave His life on the cross, but also demanded that we be willing
to take up a cross each day, that we live in order to follow Him (Luke 9:23). Part of the
life and teachings of Jesus is simply not what people want to hear, but we dare not
shy away from the entirety of Who Jesus was (and is), and what He demands of
people if they would be counted faithful and live eternally with Him in heaven.

While so many are thinking about the baby Jesus in the manger, may we have the
boldness to take this opportunity to boldly, yet lovingly, remind people that He grew
up and that He is to be the Lord of all our lives. But we must also take every
opportunity to show and remind people that following Him as Lord is not drudgery,
but joy.

Adam Faughn preaches for the Central Church of Christ in Paducah KY
http://www.centralchurchofchrist.org ¢ Visit the Faughn Family blog: A Legacy of Faith




