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March 4,208 > Meridian Messenger < Wabome Vistrs:
How Do We Forgive Others?

How are we, as Christians, to forgive others when they have sinned against us? Do we ask for their
forgiveness differently if they are not a brother in Christ, someone who is not a member of the church?
What does the Bible say on how to forgive others?

A: Thanks for your question. It is a very good one. The subject of forgiveness is a great and
wonderful study in the Bible. All mankind stands in need of God’s forgiveness and the only way through
which mankind can have forgiveness is through the blood of Christ (Matthew 26128). We come into
contact with that blood when we are baptized into Christ (Acts 2I138; Romans 6I1-11) and we are
continually cleansed by that blood as we walk in the light (1 John 11I7). The forgiveness that God
extends to man is conditional upon being washed in the blood of the lamb. This means that we must
come to God for forgiveness and we must after baptism when we sin confess our sin and ask God for
forgiveness (1 John 119).

Confession of sin, repentance, and asking for forgiveness has always been God’s condition for
granting forgiveness (see Leviticus 16121; 1 Kings 8I33; 2 Chronicles 7114; Psalm 32I5). It should
always be our aim to ensure that those who have sinned repent toward God (Acts 20I121) and seek the
forgiveness that he provides. In turn, we then can forgive those sins as well because God has forgiven
them. This is the ONLY way in which TRUE forgiveness can be obtained on the part of the sinner.

In addition when it comes to man’s relationship with man, the only way that one can TRULY
forgive another is based upon the repentance of the other. What right have we to forgive something
which God has not forgiven? When Jesus spoke to Peter about forgiving he did not place a limit on the
number of times we are to forgive our fellow man (Matthew 18121-22). However Jesus also stipulated
that this was based upon the repentance and confession of the one asking forgiveness (Luke 1713-4).
One cannot TRULY forgive another unless there is repentance involved. Once that has occurred, then
we must forgive our fellow man (Matthew 6115). This is one sense in which the Bible speaks concerning
forgiveness of our fellow man.

There is another sense in which the Bible speaks concerning forgiveness and that is in the sense of
not holding a grudge against another person. It is in the character of God to be ready and willing to
forgive all who will repent, but they must repent (1 Peter 319). It should also be within ~continued inside~



