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Announcements ...................... Dwight Callens 
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Attendance ................. Terry Dyer/Jacob King 
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I’VE GOT TO STARTI’VE GOT TO STARTI’VE GOT TO STARTI’VE GOT TO START 

You may actually know someone who has begun a sentence using the above words. 

The words that this preacher has heard used most often to complete this sentence are 

“exercising” and “eating right.” It appears that most of us have a sense of what it will take 

to improve our health. 

The key to accomplishing the desired improvement is truly given in this statement. It is 

the word “start.” We may be playing mind games with ourselves when we utter these 

words, because if we never start, we will not have to continue the process. Perhaps we feel 

that we can handle the guilt better than the discipline. 

What about spiritually? Have we not also heard someone (ourselves) say, “I’ve got to 

start studying my Bible regularly?” We believe what Jesus said about those who “hunger 

and thirst after righteousness” (Matthew 5:6), but we are still waiting to start. 

What about the one who says, “I’ve got to start visiting like I should”? We believe what 

James wrote about “pure religion” consisting of visiting the “fatherless and the widows in 

their affliction” (James 1:27), but we just cannot seem to get started. 

In reality, when we make these statements, we are taking the first step; i.e., admitting 

the personal need/responsibility. Now all we need to do is specify. Instead of repeating the 

“I’ve got to” part, say, “I will start (an activity) today at (a time).” Next, set a reminder and 

then START! Change for the better will become reality when we do. Paul exhorted, “For 

he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured 

thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation” (2 Corinthians 

6:2). Let’s get started today. 
J. Brooks Boyd Jr.  � Livingston church of Christ   � Livingston, TN 
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Bible Study .......................... 9:00 a.m. 
Morning Worship ............. 10:00 a.m. 
Evening Worship ................ 5:00 p.m. 

WWWWEDNESDAYEDNESDAYEDNESDAYEDNESDAY    

Bible Study .......................... 6:00 p.m. 
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EDUCATION & WORSHIP 

AAAALLLLBERT BERT BERT BERT SSSST T T T CCCCLAIRLAIRLAIRLAIR ................. (601) 626-7815  

PreacherPreacherPreacherPreacher    
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Works SupportedWorks SupportedWorks SupportedWorks Supported    

Robert MartinRobert MartinRobert MartinRobert Martin    & & & & Stacey FergusonStacey FergusonStacey FergusonStacey Ferguson    
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January January January January 15151515, 201, 201, 201, 2017777    �MeridianMeridianMeridianMeridian    MessengerMessengerMessengerMessenger        Welcome Visitors!Welcome Visitors!Welcome Visitors!Welcome Visitors!    

AAAAttendance Last Weekttendance Last Weekttendance Last Weekttendance Last Week    

Sunday Bible Class 27 
Sunday Morning Worship 71 
Sunday Evening Worship 25 
Wednesday Bible Study 44 

ContributionsContributionsContributionsContributions    & Other Income& Other Income& Other Income& Other Income    

Contribution Last Week $ 2,476.00 
Contribution Prior Week $ 1,912.06 

Daily Bible ReadersDaily Bible ReadersDaily Bible ReadersDaily Bible Readers    

 January 8, 2017  21 = 29.58% of attending �    


