PRAYER LIST

PAUL ALLEN, recovery/rehab at home

CHERYL BARRON, Stan Raley's sister

ANN BOWLING, friend of Kitty Dooley & Linda
Collie — Golden Living Center, Hwy 39 North

TED BRWON, Sherri Clopton’s dad, home rehab

ODELL GURLEY, Jeremy’s (Elizabeth Fair Gurley)
granddad; lung cancer treatment

CHELSEA HALL, age 24; cancer recovery; friend
of Lara King; wife of Renée Cumberland’s cousin

CHRIS HATCHER, brother-in-law of Paul Guy

BETTY JOHNSON, home-bound

JORDAN KINDLE, 14yrold boy at Clarkdale; at St
Jude undergoing chemo for cancer tumors;
friends of Rob & Doris Warren family; UPDATE:
more tumors found; continuing treatment

NAN LEGGETT, Brookhaven, MS area; friend of
Mike/Renée Cumberland, who suffers from a
hereditary debilitating muscular syndrome

MIKE McCRARY, Josh McCrary’s dad

JENNIFER MARTIN, auto accident spinal injury

BETSY PARNELL, friend of Cindy Harper —
chemo/radiation for cancer

RHIANNA POMROY, surgery — Dec 23rd

REATHA RAINER, in dementia facility;

% Adrian Rainer
5310 Tara AVE
Northport AL 35473

MRS GENE RALEY, Stan’s mom - health issues

STAN RALEY

ALETHA RAY, Moriah McCrary’'s mom

AL ST. CLAIR

THELMA TALBERT, Shirley Raley’'s mom, was
released from North Pointe on Saturday, 12/10,
and will be staying with her sister for a while as
she continues to recover.

ROB WARREN

EUGENE WHITE, cancer; treatment to begin 12/16

VELMA “DUCK” YATES

MEMBERS of our ARMED SERVICES

CHURCH MISSION WORK WORLDWIDE

VICTIMS of RECENT WIDE-SPREAD FOREST
FIRES THROUGHOUT the COUNTRY
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ANNIVERSARY & BIR THDAY

December 19: Bruce & Sherri Clopton
December 23: Dwight & Sandra Callens

NOTE:If you are new to our family, or have changes
to your info, please see Renée Cumberland.
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Upcoming Holidays
Worship Schedule

Sunday, December 25%" 10am
Worship Service only
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TEACH YOUR CHILDEEN TO
BF CIVELRS

~continued from cover~
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We tried desperately to tell her no, but she
insisted. In the years since, I have forgotten her name
but we still have the picture. Her act of kindness has
remained in my memory for years. She truly was a
giver.

As you mature, you will meet people who place
an inordinate amount of attention on material
possessions. Their identity is shaped not by who they
really are, but rather by what they own. Many people
spend years climbing the corporate ladder so that
they can buy more ‘“things.” These individuals
remind us of the Rich Young Ruler who asked Jesus
what he needed to do to have eternal life. “Jesus said
to him, ‘If you want to be perfect, go sell what you
have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure
in heaven; and come and follow me’” (Matthew
19:21). Rather than him ruling his possessions, his
possessions ruled him. The Bible tells us he went
away sorrowful because he had many possessions.

Be thankful for what God has blessed you with,
but never let your material possessions separate you
from Jehovah God. Look for ways to share your
possessions. Be a giver, not a taker!
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Dibp JESUS EXIST BEFORE HIS BIRTH TO MARY?

In John 1:1, the Bible says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.” There are two components to mortal man: spiritual, and physical. Jesus has always
existed in spirit form and was therefore present even before He was born as a mortal child of the Virgin
Mary.

In John 1:1, the apostle John argues for the eternal existence of the Word. The verb “en” (translated
“was” 3 times in Jn. 1:1) is an imperfect tense form which suggests the “continuous timeless existence”
of the Second Person in the Godhead, Jesus Christ, but how do we know for sure that “the Word” in
John 1:1 is Jesus Christ?

The term “Word” implies communication. Jesus Christ is the revealer of truth to humanity
(John 1:18; Heb. 1:1-2), and apart from Him, there is no access to the Father (John 14:6). This is
contradictory to the philosophy of deism, which claims that although there may be a Creator out there
in the universe somewhere, He has never communicated with humanity. Not so of our Lord.

Notice also, the Word was “with” God. The preposition pros (‘“with”) literally means, “toward,” or
“face to face with God,” and it reveals a distinction between the two Persons who, in the New
Testament, are identified as Father and Son, yet both, parts of the Godhead.

Then, the Word is identified as “God,” which simply means deity. Notice the progression of ideas
in this short verse: in the first clause, we find eternal existence; in the second, a distinct personality, and
in the third clause, we have divine personality — meaning: Jesus is declared to be of the same nature as
God. He therefore possesses the nature of a divine being (Phil. 2:6) who has always existed.

Further evidence that the Word is the pre-incarnate Christ is found just a few verses later in
John 1:14: “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as
of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”

Indeed, the Word was made flesh — Jesus came to earth as a man —so that He could die as a man
and be a sinless sacrifice to cover the sins of mankind. Heb. 9:22 speaks of the need for a blood
sacrifice in order to take away sin, “...without shedding of blood is no remission.”

The Old Testament contains many references to the coming of the Messiah who would shed His
blood for the sins of humanity. Isaiah spoke of Jesus as a “lamb” who would be “led to the slaughter”
(Isa. 53:7). Zechariah foretold of a “fountain” that would be opened for “sin and uncleanness” (Zech.
13:1).

Therefore, Jesus had to come to earth and be born as a human being (Matt. 1:25), live among us,
and die as one of us (Luke 23:34-36). The Lord Jesus lived a sinless life and was thus a pure, perfect
sacrifice. He was: “...in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.” (Heb. 4:15).

He has existed in the same form as God for as long as God, but had to put off His divinity for a
time in order to live and die as one of us. Phil. 2:7 says Jesus, “...made himself of no reputation, and
took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:” Clearly, He existed before
being born to Mary. He lived and died among humanity. His blood was shed to take away the sins of
the world (Jn. 1:29), and only those who are obedient to God’s Word enjoy the fruit of that great
sacrifice.

R. W. McAlister preaches for the Anna Church of Christ in Anna, IL.
He may be contacted through the congregation's website:
www.annachurchofchrist.com




