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WHEN
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It may be when there is an untimely death in your family. Or you didn’t get the dream job. Or
some other situation where it seems God has turned thumbs down on your whole life. Then again it
may be related to some thwarted plan of yours to do noble work, such as going to the mission field.
We may feel like God has singled us out. There are parents who don’t like the guy their daughter is
engaged to marry. They plead with God and with her to find someone else. Now if she goes on and
marries this man, will they accept God’s “No” or will they try to undermine the marriage? This is
huge.

Some mature Christians are so totally devoted that they can say, “Yes, our hearts are broken; our
lives will never be the same. We cannot understand why this is happening, but we are surrendering
this to the hands of God and trusting His divine wisdom to see us through it.” On the other hand,
some will become bitter even to the point of denying their faith.

So how do you respond when God says “No” to you, when your prayers are not answered and
dreams become wishful thinking? Do you shake your fist at God, making yourself and everyone
around you miserable? How you handle this says a lot about your spiritual maturity and even your
common sense. God answers prayers in four ways: “Yes”, “No”, “Wait”, and, “You must be
kidding!

In Numbers chapter 20 we have the record of God saying “No” to Moses. He had the people
encamped in the desert of Zin where there was no fresh water. They lashed out at him and said,
“What were you thinking!...why did you bring us to this awful place? You are a terrible leader. We
wish we had stayed in Egypt.” exasperated, Moses disobeyed God. He was told to speak to this rock
and receive water. But he took his staff and struck the rock instead. God then told him that because of
this disobedience he would not be allowed to lead these people into the promised land of Canaan.
(Numbers 20:7-12)
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